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THE KEW ORLEANS' FNVEST I GA-TION: REVIEW AND- ASSESSMENT 

ELITORS:. IN ONE OF THE MOST PICTURESQUE ANE HISTORIC - 
OF AMERICAN CITIES A BIZARRE CHAPTER IN THE STORY OF • 

ASSASSINATION OF FRESIXENT KENNEDY IS BOILING* UP, MORE THAN THREE- 
YEARS AFTER THE FACT. LIST. ATTY. JIM GARRISON, A 
FLAMBOYANT ANE SOMETIMES ^SENSATIONAL FIGURE IN NEW ORLEANS 
POLITICS, HAS STARTED A, NEW INVESTIGATION OF WHAT HE CALLS 
“THE CONSPIRACY" WHICH PRECEDED THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION. UFI 
ASSIGNED A FIVE-MAN REPORTING TEAM TO FUT TOGETHER A ,'COMF REHENS IVE 
ASSESSMENT OF GARRISQN’S PROBE. THIS IS THEIR REPORT. ' 




. EY WILLIAM E. CLAYTON JR. 

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

NEW ORLEANS OJPI)-- ON NOV. 25, 1966, A -KAN NAMED LOUIS IVON 
TOOK A TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO WHICH COST THE TAXPAYERS OF NEW 
ORLEANS S933. THAT TRIP, THREE YEARS. ANL THREE LAYS AFTER THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY IN DALLAS, HELPED 
BRING TO LIGHT ONE OF THE STRANGEST SEQUELS T 6 THE ASSASSINATION 
EVER GRACEL By OFFICIAL SANCTION; 

LOUIS IVON WAS ON THE BUSINESS OF LIST. ATTY-, JIM GARRISON, 

A COMBATIVE PROSECUTOR GIVEN to. CONSERVATIVE DRESS AND GAUDY , 
STYLE. 

GARRISON WAS EMBARKED ON AN INVESTIGATION OF WHAT HE LATER. 

CAME TO CALL "THE CONSPIRACY"— AN ALLEGED PLOT AGAINST KENNEDY'S 
LIFE’ IN NEW ORLEANS IN THE MONTHS BEFORE THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION, 
AN ALLEGED F LOT SOMEHOW OVERLOOKED BY THE WARREN COMMISSION! 

"I ACCEFTED THE WARREN COMMISSION REFORT UNTIL LAST 
NOVEMBER, WHEN OUT OF 'CURIOSITY I BEGAN READING AND STUDYING 
THE CASE," HE SAID. , • . > ' , * 

LATER HE TALKED IT OVER. WITH. U.S. SEN. RUSSeYl B. LONG, D-.LA. , 
THE SENATE DEMOCRATIC WHIP, AND, THE SON OF LOUISIANA GOV. HUEY 
LONG, WHO HIMSELF WAS ASSASSINATED - IN\1936. LONG TOLD HIM HE 
HAL HIS OWN DOUBTS ABOUT THE WARREN REPORT, NOTABLY THE 
"SEQUENCE OF FIRING" OF THE SHOTS THAT KILLED KENNEDY NOV. 22, 
1963, INi DALLAS. . ,. 

THE WARREN COMMISSION HAD CONCLUDED THAT. LEE HARVEY OSWALD., , 
WHOM IT SAID THE EVIDENCE INDICATED WAS THE SOLE ASSASSIN, 

FIRED THREE SHOTS FROM HIS BOLT-ACTION MAIL-ORDER. RIFLE IN A TIME 
PERIOD WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN AS SHORT AS 4.8 SECONDS. 




WORKING WITH HIS OWN STAFF AND 1C FOLICE 
OFFICERS PERMANENTLY ASSIGNEL TO HIM, GARRISON STARTEL HIS 
FROEE IN SILENCE. ■<- 

SILENCE WAS AN UNFAMILIAR POSITION FOR THE NEW ORLEANS 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY. GARRISON HAS MALE A LOUD NOISES THROUGHOUT 
KIS CAREER,, FIRST AS A CRUSADER AGAINST VICE IN 1962, THEN AS.' 

A COMBATANT WITH THREE JUDGES OF THE. NEW ORLEANS CRIMINAL - 
DISTRICT COURT, WHO WERE SO IRRITATED BY HIS CRITICISM THAT ' 

THEY SECURED A DEFAMATION CONVICTION AGAINST -.-HIM. .■ 

GARRISON- TOOK THE CASE TO THE U. S.- SUPREME COURT AND WON. 

A DECISION THAT HAS BECOME A LANLMARK IN THE MODERN DEVELOPMENT 
OF LAWS PROTECTING FREEDOM /OF SPEECH AND CRITICISM OF PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS. ' : ' 

BY CHRISTMAS, 1966, GARRISON .LET LOUISIANA GOV. JOHN J .. 

MCKEITHEN -.IN ON HIS . DOUBTS ABOUT THE WARREN- REPORT' AND HIS PLANS ' ' ‘ 

TO INVESTIGATE. MCKEITHEN KEPT IT UNDER HIS- HAT. 'GARRISON A-SKED ‘ 

FOR NO HELP. ■ • * ... , ' , , . V ■' 

. OTHERWISE THE INVESTIGATION PROCEEDED IN SECRECY FOR ABOUT 

THREE MONTHS. BUT LOUIS IVON'S TRIP WAS A MATTER OF. PUBLIC 

' ■■■. - 

RECORD, AND THE RECORDS OF- SUCH TRIPS BEGAN PILING UP. REPORTERS ■ . 

STARTED DIGGING INTO THEM, AND ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT THEY ' 

MEANT. • ON FEB. 17— A WEEK AGO TODAY— THE NEW ORLEANS STATES- ITEM 
BROKE., THE STORY. 

EVERY FEW DAYS,,.' STARTING WITH LOUIS IVON'S TRIP TO SAN 
FRANCISCO, 'THE STATES-ITEM SAID, ANOTHER EXPENSE ENTRY SHOWED 
UF. INVESTIGATOR JOHN VOLZ WENT TO MIAMI ON EEC, 2. OTHER , tx' 

ASSISTANTS, INVESTIGATORS, AND EVEN A MEMBER OF THE FLORIDA 

' '■'■■■' V 

PAROLE AND PROBATION COMMISSION, RUSSELL W. BUCKHOLT , MALE 

SUBSEQUENT TRIPS. 




THEN A STRANGE AN D PATHETIC FIGURE . POFF EE UF--LAVID W. FERRIE, 
.49, ONCE EISMISSED FROM AN OHIO SEMINARY AS UNFIT TO BE A PRIEST 
ANE FI REE FROM HIS JOB AS AN EASTERN AIR LINES. PILOT. ■ HIS HAIR 
. ANE EYEBROWS ONCE WERE BURNED OFF BY AN EXFLOSION ANE HE WORE A 
REE TOUPEE ANE FALSE EYEBRO.WS. 

FERRIE WAS' MENTIONEE SEVERAL TIMES IN THE WARREN REPORT- BUT' 
CLEARED OF ANY COMPLICITY IN THE ASSASSINATION AFTER IT WAS 
REVEALEE h£ ..WAS IN NEW ORLEANS WHEN KENNEDY WAS KILLED IN DALLAS 
ANE HIS. AIRPLANE APPARENTLY WOULD NOT EVEN FLY. ■' 

FERRIE SHED SOME MORE LIGHT ON GARRISON'S FROBE.. . 

" SUPPOSEDLY I HAVE BEEN PEGGEE AS THE, GETAWAY* PILOT 
IN AN ELABORATE PLOT TO KILL KENNEDY," HE SAID.' ‘ 

IN DALLAS, LIST. ATTY. HENRY WAEE , WHO AGREES WITH THE WARREN' 
COMMISSION CONCLUSIONS, SAID HE KNEW OF NOTHING SUBSTANTIAL ON - 
FERRIE.' • ’ • . 

"RUMORS WERE FLYING AROUND THAT HE. (OSWALD) WaY. v SUFF0SED 
TO GO TO AN AIRPORT AND SOMEBODY WAS • SUPPOSED. TO FLY : HIM AWAY 
(AFTER- THE ASSASSINATION), BUT AS FAR AS- I KNOW, THERE WAS- . 
NOTHING BUT RUMORS," WADE SAID.. 




GARRISON SAID NOTHING WHEN THE FIRST LISCLOSURE OF THE 
INVESTIGATION WAS MALE. THEN HE began TO TALK. HE HELL SEVERAL 
NEWS CONFERENCES IN RAFIL SUCCESSION— THREE LAST SATURLAY ALONE. 

' EACH STATEMENT WAS MORE POSITIVE, SFECIFIC AKL FINALLY, 

MORE SENSATIONAL, THAN THE LAST. 

"IT’S VERY FOSSIBLE THAT SUCK AN INVESTIGATION IS BEING' 
CONDUCTED," THE DISTRICT 'ATTORNEY SAID FRIDAY. 

ON SATURLAY, HE CRITICIZED THE NEWSPAPERS FOR BREAKING. THE 
STORY. THEY HAL CREATED "OBSTRUCTIONS" GARRISON-SAID, "'IN GATHERING 
THE RELEVANT FACTS." 

LATER SATURLAY, HE WENT. FURTHER. THE INVESTIGATION WOULD 
RESULT IN ARRESTS, CHARGES AND. "CONVICTIONS OBTAINED." _ 

BY MONDAY, HE WAS TALKING ABOUT A CONSPIRACY, AND TWO LAYS 
LATER HE WOULD BE CALLING IT THAT. 

"ALL WE' WANT TO DO IS^FINL THE MEN INVOLVED. I N^ THE' .ASSASSINATION 
OF PRESIDENT JOHN F.’ KENNEDY AND WE ARE GOING TO,” HE SAID. ' 
"THERE WILL ALSO BE-, AGAIN IN MY JUDGMENT, CONVICTIONS OF 
INDIVIDUALS FOR BEING ACCESSORIES AFTER -THE FACT, FOR HAVING.' 
SUBSTANTIAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONSPIRACY AND WITHHOLDING- IT 
AND IN OTHER WAYS ABETTING IT." 
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. ON WEDNESDAY THE STRANGE FIGURE WITH THE RET WIG AM. FALSE 
EYEBROWS, DAVID W. FERRIE, WAS FOUNL DEAL IN HIS AFARTMEN'T IN A 
TWO-STCRY FRAME AFARTMEN’T HOUSE WITH FEELING FAINT AT .3330 . 
LOUISIANA AVENUE FARKWAY IN AN UPPER-MIDDLE CLASS NEIGHBORHOOL 
OF NEW ORLEANS. . • ’ . 1: . 

GARRISON CALLEL ,IT AF PARENT SUICIDE. THE CORONER SAID FERRIE 
SUFFERED A CEREBRAL HEMORRHAGE CAUSED WHEN. A CONGENITALLY 
WEAK BLOOD VESSEL RUPTURED AT THE BASE OF THE BRAIN. BUT 
WHETHER THIS WAS TRIGGERED BY SOMETHING ELSE-^POSSIBLY .DRUGS— 
WOULD NOT BE KNO,WN FOR A WEEK. 

AT ANY RATE,- IT PUT THE SEAL TO WHAT GARRISON WAS NOW SAYING • 
PUBLICLY. 

"THE APPARENT SUICIDE 'OF' DAVID FERRIE ENDS THE LIFE OF A 
MAN WHO, IN MY JUDGMENT, WAS ONE OF HISTORY’S MOST IMF ORTANT 
INDIVIDUALS,". GARRISON SAID. \ 

"EVIDENCE DEVELOPED BY OUR. OFFICE HAD LONG SINCE' - CONFIRMED, 
THAT HE WAS INVOLVED IN’ EVENTS CULMINATING IN THE ASSASSINATION 
OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY." 

' THEN HE SAID: . ' , 

"I HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE AT THIS TIME THAT LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD, KILLED ANYBODY IN DALLAS ON NOV. 22.*’ HE OFFERED NO 
ELABORATION ON THAT STARTLING STATEMENT pR ANY INDICATION OF 
•WHAT, IF ANY, EVIDENCE HE BASED IT ON. 




AS INTEREST MOUNTED IN GARRISON'S INVESTIGATION, NEW NAMES 
CAME TO LIGHT. . ’ 

LAVIL LEWIS JR., 26, A BAGGAGE HANDLER IN A BUS- STATION 
WHO SAIL HE USEL TO BE A PRIVATE DETECTIVE, SAIL HE KNEW OF FIVE 
PERSONS INVOLVES 7 IN "THE CONSPIRACY", THAT HE, HAL GIVEN THE NAMES 
TO GARRISON, ANL THAT. HE FEAREL FOR HIS -LIFE. . 

' "THERE WAS A PLOT,"'llE SAIL. "I KNOW ABOUT IT, ANL. I KNOW. 

THE PEOPLE WHO WERE INVOLVES. " 

• AFTER. FERRIE'S DEATH, LEWIS. DISAPPEARED, BUT-SHOWED ,UP 
IN GARRISON'S’ OFFICE THURSDAY, BEING INTERVIEWED FOR TELEVISION. 

MJG1 L F . I I fl£B£S, A CONVICT IN THE LOUISIANA STATE PRISON, 

WAS SAID TO BE A 1 MAJOR. INFORMANT. - 

TORRES WAS TRANSFERRED TO NEW ORLEANS FROM THE STATE PRISON, 
PRESUMABLY TO GUARD AGAINST ATTEMFTS' ON HIS LIFE. BUT 
HE DECLINED TO BE MOVED TO EVEN GREATER SAFETY IN A PRIVATE. CELL . 
IN THE COUNTY FRISON. - ' ‘ ’ ' . " 

SEN.'TONG AD-LED SOME FUEL TO THE INTEREST IN THE GARRISON 
INVESTIGATION. 

. "HE (GARRISON) MAY HAVE SOME STATEMENTS BY FERSONS SAYING 

THEY. TALKED ABOUT KILLING KENNEDY WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD / 

. I ■ ' \ ’ 

BEFORE -THE ASSASSINATION," LONG SAID. 

"IF HE TURNS UP EVIDENCE OF A CONSPIRACY, IT COULD LEAL TO ALL 
SORTS OF POSSIBILITIES, INCLUDING THE ONE THAT OSWALD WAS THE 
FALL GUY AND. THE REAL KILLER IS STILL FREE." 

■ LONG'S LOUISIANA COUNTERPART IN THE HOUSE, REF .' HALE BOGGS, 
D-LA., A MEMBER OF THE WARREN COMMISSION, SAID GARRISON SHOULD ■ 
TURN OVER ANYTHING HE. HAS TO FEDERAL AUTHORITIES. 

GARRISON DECLINED,. SAYING THAT WOULD BE TO CONVERT IT "INTO A 
COLLOSAL FACT-GATHERING ENTERPRISE IN WHICH REVELANT LEADS' 

•BECOME LOST AMONG TRUCKLOADS OF TRIVIA." _ 

IN WASHINGTON, THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND THE FBI. WOULD MAKE 
NO COMMENT. BUT UF-I WAS TOLD BY WASHINGTON SOURCES THAT FERRIZ .. 
AND HIS POSSIBLE COMPLICITY IN-A PLOT WERE THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATED 
BY THE WARREN COMMISSION AND DISPROVED. 




■ ' WHAT HAS GARRISON GOT? » 

IN THE OPINION OF MANY, LITTLE. OR NOTHING. 

"IF HE CAN FINL ONE PERSON WHO SAYS HE HEARE SOMEBODY 
SAY THEY WERE GOING TO KILL THE PRESIDENT, OR IF HE CAN FIND ONE 
NEW FACT, HE CAN SAY HE DID WHAT HE SAID HE WOULD DO," SAYS 
A SOURCE CLOSE TO THE SCENE. 

SPECULATION ABOUT WHAT GARRISON HAS ALSO INCLUDES. ^ TALE 
ABOUT A PLOT BY CUBAN EXILES TO. ASSASSINATE FIDEL CASTRO, FLANS ' 
THAT WERE CONVERTED TO ASSASSINATING PRESIDENT “KENNEDY 'IN THE 
HOPE THAT HIS SUCCESSOR WOULD LOOK MORE FAVORABLY ON A SUBSEQUENT. 

■ INVASION OF CUBA. /THE STORY, AND OTHERS CIRCULATING . IN NEW ‘ 
ORLEANS, ARE UNSUBSTANTIATED. 

WHATEVER GARRISON HAS OR DOES NOT HAVE, IT HAS MALE HIM THE 
MOST TALKEB-ABOUT DISTRICT ATTORNEY IN THE COUNTRY. AND IT. 

HAS NOT HURT WHAT SOME OBSERVERS CONSIDER A POSSIBILITY THAT HE IS 
MANEUVERING TO RUN FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN AFTER A 

POLITICAL .SETBACK OF SORTS. SUFFERED WHEN, DESFITE HIS IMAGE AS. 

A CRUSADER 'AGAINST VICE* HE HELPED ARRANGE A FAROLE .FOR LINDA • 
BRIGITTE, ONE OF- THE FRENCH QUARTER’S MOST .BEAUTEOUS STRIPPERS,' 
WHO HAD- BEEN CONVICTED IN ; 1966 OF GIVING A LEWD PERFORMANCE. 




• ANL WHATEVER GARRISON HAS, THE FACT THAT NEW ORLEANS WAS LEE.' 
HARVEY OSWALT’S HOME TOWN HAS HAL SOME IMPACT; ON FUBlIC 
INTEREST. • 

OSWALD WAS BORN HERE OCT. IS, 1939, AND SPENT MUCH OF HIS 
LIFE IN NEW ORLEANS UNTIL HIS MOTHER MOVED- THE FAMILY TO TEXAS 
IN 1955. 

FROM THERE HE WENT INTO THE MARINES, CAME HOME, AND SHOWED, 

UP IN RUSSIA IN 1959, SPOUTING MARXISM AND ANNOUNCING HE WANTED 
BE A SOVIET CITIZEN. v \ - 

AFTER RETURNING FROM THE SOVIET 'UNION, OSWALD CAME 3ACK TO 
NEW ORLEANS, FORMED A FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA "COMMITTEE" OF WHICH HE 
WAS APPARENTLY THE ONLY MEMBER, GOT: INTO A STREET BRAWL WITH 
ANTI-CASTRO CUBANS AND DEBATED THEM ON THE RADIO. , 

' HE MOVED' BACK TO TEXAS IN OCTOBER, 1963, ANE ON NOV. 22, 
KENNEDY WAS ASSASSINATED BY RIFLE SHOTS FROM THE TEXAS 
SCHOOLBOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING IN DALLAS. 




WHATEVER THE CONSPIRACY WHICH EXISTED OR DID NOT EXIST 
IN NEW ORLEANS IN' THE SUMNER OP, 1963. THE BEAUTIFUL OLD . 

CITY HAS CARRIEL A TINGE OF INTRIGUE SINCE ITS FOUNDING 
IN 1718. ' 

• NEW ORLEANS WAS SETTLED BY THE FRENCH, BROUGHT BY SPAIN 
AND THEN SWAPPED BACK TO NAPOLEON -BEFORE PRESIDENT JEFFERSON 
ACQUIRED IT IN THE LOUSIANA FURCHASE. 

ITS EARLY DAYS WERE REPLETE WITH PIRATES. AtfD_VA'RIOUS, 

' SHIFTY FIGURES. JEAN LAFITTE FAVORED. NEAREY GRAND ISLE AS A BASE 
BUT CAME THROUGH TO SUPFLY ARTILLERY FOR ANDREW JACKSON AT THE • 
BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS IN T815... , - 

MEXICO REVOLUTIONARY BENITO JUAREZ LIVED IN NEW ORLEANS ; 

WHILE THE FRENCH OCCUPIED HIS. COUNTRY UNDER THE BANNER 
OFMAXMILLIAN. ‘ 

THE MAFIA OPERATED AS EARLY AS 189C , WHEN BlAB^ -HAND '■ 
GANGSTERS GUNNED DOWN .POLICE . CHIEF DAVID HENNESSEY. • 

AND WHATEVER THE OUTCOME OF THE CURRENT PRONOUNCEMENTS 
■ FROM NEW ORLEANS. EMANATING LIKE THE BRASSY BLARE OF 
BOURBON STREET, ONLY JIM .GARRISON AT THIS POINT . SEEMS IN ... 
CONTROL OF WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT. . . ' 
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